5 twaaking alive and well,
ar is its seaming demise
an ingvitable part of the

malaise affecting audio? Has

a large segment of the audso
cormmunity farsaken the pursuil
of npar-fresbhie’ improsemends
ironically at a tirme when
everyone is belt-tightening?

A cowple of oocurrenoes
related to my hi-fi show demos
af Heathrow suggest to me that
tesmaks have nevver boen more
necEssary nar more welcomed

Take. far example. the
Falden Souwnd chip [G5IC] [see
my June 2005 columnl, the
png that treats’ Cls in under
tweo seconds. |, plus a host
of cther respected listeners,
heard genuine and for the
mast part beneficial changes,
b I 'was wary of reporting the
gxparignce, Clearly, | have boen
torgiven, if mot guite exonerated
a5 My carcass remains free of
both tar and feathars

NOOSES & BRICEBATS
Mever hapgy with a calm life, |
rished all by demonsirating 1he
Golden Sound chip at the show.
with audiences of upwards af
50 listeniers. Thare | was, within
reach of noocses and brickhatls
not protected by print on a page
| dan’t recall anyone reacting
wiglantly, | can’t rermermiber any
crigs of Bollocks!” Instead. a
handful, of visitors whispered
that thay had already bought
GSICs and wern amazred by the
resulls, while athars tald mie
ermphatically that they would be
trying them in the near future
Their gars told them it was
warth doing and at a cost of
less than 90p per desc for an
audible benefil you can see whey

s tweaking still
alive and kicking?

It's time to make the most of tweaking says Ken Kessler as he
recounts his experiences with near-freebie' improvements
and tells you his hot tweak recommendations...

ABOVE: The wanderfully ramed Feet of Skeace, beft, and the Isaciear feet, right

affordable tweaks are a much
neaded tonic during these - how
do | put it? = truly shitty times

The demonstraions yiclded
a second tasie of beer-budget
henafits because | sorely needed
some equEpment supports for
a pre-amg on the Roor. As the
AudioVale Sundlda had to be
raisesd above the carped, | sought
something like an IsaPlat [how's
that far a name fram the F.:u.l'-'l
or pither single-component
plattorm o lift it abowe the cut
pile, merely for safely's sake

To thie rescue came Solid
Tech. | had used the company's
crazily expensme chrome
and-steel-and-rubber Feet ol
Silence belore, wherh weorked
wll but struck me as fiddly and
decidedly owerkill = nol what |
wanted. All | negded was same
means of raising the pre-amp
off the floor by an inch or two

Sold Tech's Bjgen Dhlson
arrived with a bubblepack
cantaining four round
solClear feat, Jin across
and Tin hagh. They consist
of twa ‘sandwiches . discs of
Ferspex halding seme black,
rubbery damping cormipound,
the sandwiches separaled by
cail springs. He prised them

‘I was wary of
reporting the
experience,

but I have been
forgiven as my
carcass is free of
tar and feathers’

apart, played with the spring
positioning. reassembled them
and placed them under the
Sunilda, Problem sabeed

On closer examinaticn, |
learnied the feel can be hited
with betwesn one and seven
springs. determinegd by the
waight of the produwct to suppaort
One spring per foot will suppart
3.51b per foat, while an 1soClhear
with sgven springs (the standard
kit is supplied with three

springs per fool; you buy exiras)
Supporis a massve Falb per loat
- gnough far most power armps

SOUNMD BENEFIT
Al | wanied was plysical
clearance betwsen pre-amp
and carpel. What happensd
wad & beneht Lo the scund (hat
| sarnply did nod aniscipate. The
Sunilda 15 a robusd, beautdully
made, all-valve phono stage
wilh o elious prablerms, fnd
yet placng it on the |saClears
lowered the naise Roar quite
audibly. Background silence
sirmagly became quieler
ook the set-up home
naat wanting bo rely on a hasty
assessment amidst hi-l show
chaas, | stuck wilh componenis
weighing arownd 4316, mclwding
srmall, sntegrated valve amps
Every tirme, a clean up on a par
with beller mana cables
dan 't remember precisely

whial Bjorn said they cost, bu
| seem 1o recall the |seClears
ag, under LS50, Alas,
there's mo UK distnbulor hsted,
50 esther phone D0&E £ 491
357 Fax DOLE L0 491 352 o
e-rmail infoldsolid-techonel. Or
check aul wew salid-lech.net

can't recommiend Them highly
enaugh. Just ane thing: B)jdrn
can you please make the lap
surface less sl ||p|.'",""n
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